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Abstract

This study aims to describe the learning strategies employed by teachers in developing students’ speaking skills at State Islamic
Elementary School (MIN) 4 Baki Sukoharjo in the Academic Year 2024/2025. This research employs a descriptive qualitative
approach, with the fifth-grade Indonesian language teacher as the subject, and the principal and students as informants. Data
collection techniques included observation, interviews, and documentation, analyzed through an interactive model. The findings
reveal that teachers implemented a constructivist approach and group discussion methods to create engaging learning, foster
students’ confidence, and gradually enhance their communication skills.
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Introduction

The importance of learning strategies in developing students’
speaking skills lies in their ability to transform students from
being initially less confident in conveying ideas into becoming
fluent and active speakers. Moreover, during the teaching
process, students are expected to provide feedback on
classroom activities.

One of the essential aspects that students must master is
speaking, as speaking skills support the development of other
language abilities. Speaking is not a hereditary skill, even
though humans naturally possess the ability to speak.
According to [, speaking is the ability to produce linguistic
sounds to express or convey thoughts, ideas, or feelings orally.
Suhaimah ™ also emphasizes that speaking proficiency is
crucial, as it influences children’s social adjustment and
personality development.

In the educational context, students are required to be capable
and skillful in speaking B3, They must be able to articulate
knowledge verbally during learning activities, ask questions to
explore and obtain information about the material presented by
the teacher, and actively participate in class. However, all these
activities must be facilitated and perfected by teachers. Buchari
1 explains that the fundamental function of teachers in the
teaching process is as the director of learning. This means that
every teacher is responsible for directing student learning
activities toward achieving success [ °l.

Learning strategies play a vital role in developing speaking
skills. With appropriate strategies, teachers can help students
construct narratives and engage effectively in storytelling.
Krissandi et al., [1 asserts that, in communicative language
teaching, teachers serve both as facilitators of language
learning and as independent participants within the learning
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group. Therefore, teachers must create supportive learning
environments and employ various innovative teaching methods
8 9, For instance, using storytelling techniques, practicing
public speaking, and providing constructive feedback can
significantly enhance students’ speaking skills. With consistent
support and guidance, students gain greater confidence to
express themselves through spoken language (1%, This not only
strengthens their speaking proficiency but also encourages
active collaboration and idea-sharing within a supportive
classroom atmosphere.

The aim of this study is to observe the teaching process carried
out by teachers to develop speaking skills. The researcher
explores various strategies employed, such as the use of
learning media, group activities, independent practice, and
individual guidance. The study also seeks to examine the
challenges teachers face during instruction and the responses
of students toward these strategies.

Speaking skills are a crucial aspect of language learning
because they enable students to express ideas, participate
actively, and provide feedback during lessons ', However,
many students still lack confidence in speaking, highlighting
the need for effective learning strategies to strengthen these
abilities.

Effective learning strategies, such as storytelling, speaking
exercises, and constructive feedback, are essential to building
a supportive learning environment. Teachers act as facilitators
and motivators so that students gain confidence in expressing
their ideas verbally ['?],

This study is significant in observing and evaluating the
teaching strategies applied by teachers, the challenges they
encounter, and students’ responses. The results are expected to
serve as a reference for improving the quality of speaking skill
instruction in madrasahs.
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Method

This study employed a descriptive qualitative approach.
According to Bogdan and Taylor ['*¥], qualitative methodology
is a research procedure that produces descriptive data in the
form of written or spoken words from observed individuals and
behaviors. The purpose of this approach is to systematically
and factually examine learning strategies for developing
students’ speaking skills at MIN 4 Baki Sukoharjo in the
2024/2025 Academic Year. The research was conducted from
October 2024 to April 2025.

The research subject was the fifth-grade Indonesian language
teacher, while the informants consisted of the school principal
and fifth-grade students. Data collection techniques included
observation, interviews, and documentation. The observation
method, in the form of direct examination of objects,
conditions, situations, processes, or behaviors 14, was used to
directly observe the process of teaching speaking skills in the
fifth grade. Interviews were conducted to obtain information
from the fifth-grade Indonesian language teacher, the school
principal, and the students, which were further strengthened by
supporting documentation.

Data validity was ensured through triangulation, including both
source triangulation and technique triangulation. Source
triangulation enhanced the reliability of data by cross-checking
information obtained from multiple informants ['3]. Technique
triangulation was carried out by cross-verifying observation,
interview, and documentation methods, which were then
combined to draw conclusions [, Data analysis involved the
stages of data collection, data reduction, data presentation, and
conclusion drawing '],

Results and Discussion

Planning learning strategies

The planning of learning strategies carried out by teachers prior
to the teaching activities at MIN 4 Baki Sukoharjo, particularly
the fifth-grade Indonesian language teacher, involved
preparing teaching modules and instructional strategies
specifically for the Indonesian language subject on speaking
skills. These teaching modules and strategies were prepared by
the teacher to facilitate the learning process so that the material
delivered could be effectively understood by the students.

Learning approach

The approach employed by the teacher was a constructivist
approach combined with group discussion methods. This
approach positioned students as active learners. In the context
of speaking skills, it allowed students to discover and develop
their own ways of speaking based on experiences,
observations, and social interactions. As stated by U7,
constructivist learning begins with a problem (often emerging
from the students themselves) and subsequently guides
students in solving and finding steps toward resolution. The
teacher also applied this approach because it emphasized the
connection between lessons and students’ real-life experiences.
When students spoke about things they encountered in daily
life, they found it easier to express themselves using natural and
contextual language ['® 1],
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Furthermore, group discussions enabled students to practice
listening, responding, and articulating opinions orally.
Lamajau %! asserted that the group discussion method is more
effective in training general language skills, such as listening
and speaking.

Designing engaging learning

One strategy used by teachers to make learning more engaging
was incorporating interactive activities such as group
discussions, writing simple narratives about daily life, or
providing pictures for students to describe 211, According to 2%
teachers can design engaging lessons by using interactive
activities like group discussions, short narratives, or visual
media. Such methods help prevent boredom and keep students
actively involved in learning. The aim of these activities was to
ensure that students understood the material while enjoying and
participating actively in the learning process.

In practice, the Indonesian language teacher at MIN 4 Baki
Sukoharjo began by identifying the lesson topic and getting to
know the students in the classroom. The teacher then related
the material to students’ everyday lives and included
storytelling or simple picture-based activities, which provided
a more engaging learning experience.

Creating positive learning environment

Teachers demonstrated positive reinforcement to students, for
example, by appreciating even small achievements such as
correctly answering a question 12> 24, In addition to providing
appreciation, teachers sometimes included games in the lesson.
As stated by Suharjono 1) students engaged in enjoyable
learning through games tend to gain a better understanding of
concepts and are more capable of applying them in relevant
contexts.

The Indonesian language teacher at MIN 4 Baki Sukoharjo,
particularly the fifth-grade teacher, encouraged students to
respect one another, not be afraid to ask questions, and work
collaboratively.  Teachers also

frequently  expressed

appreciation for their students’ efforts.

Conclusion

It can be concluded that, in preparing to develop students’
speaking skills at MIN 4 Baki Sukoharjo, teachers designed
teaching modules and prepared learning strategies to be applied
in relevant subjects and lessons. Teachers adopted a
constructivist approach combined with group discussion
methods to align the material with students’ needs. This
approach was also intended to encourage students to become
more active and to facilitate their understanding of the subject
matter.

Furthermore, teachers designed engaging learning activities to
prevent students from feeling bored, particularly in speaking
lessons. Teachers also fostered a positive learning
environment, enabling students to develop self-confidence and
communicative attitudes that will continue to grow throughout

subsequent stages of education.
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